OUT OF THE ASHES
PHOTOGRAPHY & ART TOURING EXHIBITION
On January 4th, 2013, a catastrophic bush fire raged through the communities of
Forcett and the Forestier and Tasman Peninsulas, indiscriminately razing and
devouring almost everything in its path. It was an unforgiving and relentless
firestorm ‐ fickle to the whim of the wind ‐ a ferocious inferno leaving only
destruction and chaos in its wake. And when it finally ran out of puff it left a
community desolate and devastated ‐ changing the community’s internal and
external landscapes forever.
BUT that was then.
And now ‐ although the hurdles are still many and the healing journey ahead still
long and daunting ‐ the community refused to buckle ‐ to fall to its knees. Instead it
chose to rise unbowed like a phoenix from the ashes.
So many positive changes have occurred since January 2013 and one can sense a
softening around the jagged edges of the grief that etch the landscape and tear at
the community’s heart. Spring is finally here and with it miraculous changes. The
community at last can feel the warmth of the sun on its face.
The ‘Out of the Ashes’ Photography & Art Exhibition not only documents these
miraculous changes, it is also a testament to the formidable strength of a
community, the resilience of the human spirit and the incredible healing power of
the creative process.
The emphasis of the ‘Out of the Ashes Photographic & Art Exhibition’ is on
‘regeneration’. From day one after the fire the recovery process began and the
exhibition charts this momentous journey. Often after such a catastrophic event,
when a community is struggling to re‐build and find new hope and purpose, it can’t
always see or fully appreciate how far it has come. The exhibition captures precious
moments in the recovery process and in so doing provides the observer with a
privileged glimpse into a community’s heart ‐ into its very essence!
The Out of the Ashes Exhibition showcases photographic images from members of
the community, drawings from children evacuated at Port Arthur Historic site and
art works by respected local artists Jill Harris, Kris Schaffer and Cate Foley Burke
and Jeweller Sally Ferrar.

Share the inspirational journey …
The exhibition is on at:
Port Arthur Historic Site

1st November – 30th November, 2013

Dunalley Waterfront Café & Gallery

14th December 2013 – 31st January, 2014

Other venues and dates to be confirmed early 2014.

Janice Sutton ‘Out on a Limb’ (Tasman Branch of Tasmanian Regional Arts)

Background

From small beginnings …
In March 2013 Bert Dorgelo, the Manager of the Tasman Health and Community Service
(also a member of the Bush Fire Recovery Committee) approached ‘Out on a Limb’ (OOAL)
to ask if the organisation would be willing to collaboratively organize and fund a small
photographic competition and exhibition to be held at the Tasman Health and Community
Service in Nubeena. The exhibition opened on 21st June 2013 and finished at the end
August 2013.
Out on a Limb (OOAL) is the Tasman Branch of Tasmanian Regional Arts.
Judges for the initial photographic exhibition (that did not then contain any art works) were
professional photographers, Ian Wallace and Alice Bennett and local artist Marian Larner.
Alice Bennett and Marian Larner are both residents of the area. The initial exhibition would
not have been possible without the support of Tasman Council, Bream Creek Vineyard,
Stallard Camera House, the Tasman Health and Community Service, The Tasman
Gazette/Sorell Times and OOAL.

From little things big things grow …
The title “Out of the Ashes” was chosen so that the focus of the exhibition would be on the
recovery process ‐ upon the healing journey following the catastrophic bush fires at Forcett
and on the Tasman and Forestier Peninsulas in January 2013.
Since that THCS exhibition OOAL have secured (extremely gratefully) sponsorship and
funding to expand and tour the exhibition that now includes additional photographs from
the community as well as drawings done by children during the evacuation process at Port
Arthur Historic Site and art works from a selection of local artists on the theme.
The intention of the exhibition was to provide members of the Forestier and Tasman
communities with a voice ‐ a platform ‐ an opportunity for creative expression. By focusing
on positive changes and aspects of their own as well as the community’s journey since the
fire OOAL hoped that the exhibition could make a positive contribution to the recovery and
healing process. The potential power of creative expression ‐ ‘art as therapy’ ‐ in
psychological health and wellbeing is well documented. Each image is also accompanied by
a short descriptive paragraph or story that firmly roots the image in the experience and
adds another dimension to the exhibition. The images take us on a literal and/or symbolic
journey; the short stories an intimate personal journey.
The exhibition was open to all members of the Tasman community. We hoped that by
encouraging community members to participate in the event it could provide them with an
opportunity to develop new skills or upgrade existing skills and provide participants with an
opportunity to chart a process from its initial inception to its final conclusion in the form of a
well‐presented exhibition suitable to tour.
OOAL hopes that it has provided the community members with an opportunity to capture
and document precious moments throughout the recovery process not only for themselves
and their families but the wider community and possibly future generations. The exhibition
also provides members of the community with an opportunity to share their poignant
stories with the wider Tasmanian and interstate community.

The expanded touring exhibition – that seems to have a life of its own ‐ has been organised
by OOAL with support from Port Arthur Historic Site. The touring exhibition is funded by
Tasmanian Regional Arts and sponsored by The Bendigo Bank, Focal Printing, Port Arthur
Historic Site and The Tasman Gazette & Sorell Times and is also supported by Tasman
Council. The Tasman Health and Community Service is not involved in the touring
exhibition.
The community has put considerable emotional and creative investment into the project
and is excited about the prospect of a touring exhibition. OOAL have applied to tour the
exhibition state wide with Tasmanian Regional Arts and is currently awaiting the outcome.
Although this exhibition features creative works from members of the Forestier and
Tasman Communities, OOAL think it is important to mention that the Tasman and
Forestier Peninsulas were not the only areas affected by bush fires over the summer of
2013. Other communities within Tasmania and also interstate were also devastated or
affected by bush fires and visitors and tourists were also impacted by their wrath.

